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Why the project came about? 
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• Working in rapid response 
catchments in five areas with close 
proximity: Crawshawbooth, 
Rawtenstall, Newchurch/Waterfoot, 
Shawforth & Whitworth 

• Many properties align the flashy 
rivers 

• Characterised by steep sided valleys 
• Areas challenging to engage with 

(apathy, anger, despondent etc.) 

Map: Environment Agency 
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What National Flood Forum did 
and with who? 
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Identified those 
at flood risk (with 

EA) 

Formed flood 
action groups 

(with flood risk 
community) 

Helped identify 
all flood risk 

issues (with flood 
groups) 

Held multi-
agency meetings 

(with flood 
groups and flood 
risk management 

organisations) 

Flood resilience 
plans and/or 
newsletters 

developed (with 
flood groups & 

FRM) 



What were the challenges? 
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National Flood Forum raising awareness 
with Environment Agency in Rawtenstall 
(Photo: Environment Agency) 

Example invitation sent to all those at 
flood risk in Waterfoot (Invitation: 

National Flood Forum) 



Benefits, Achievements and the Future 
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Rawtenstall Flood Forum’s First Multi-Agency Meeting (Photo: RFF) 

Environment Agency tackling 
Japanese Knotweed after 
Shawforth Flood Forum’s first 
multi-agency meeting 
(Photo: Environment Agency) 

Whitworth Flood Forum ‘going live’ after successful multi-
agency meeting (Article: Whitworth Valley News) 


